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“The Black Lives Matter 

movement is not just about 

race, but about the safety, 

security, and the humanity 

of all of us who inhabit this 

land.”



“I am 70 years old with a gray beard and barely 

enough hair to cover most of the top of my 

head. Nevertheless, I never fail to have an 

Emmett Till flashback moment when a police 

car pulls up behind me with strobe lights 

flashing.”
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THE FOLLOWING IMAGE 
MAY BE DISTURBING.
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Lynching in America: Confronting the Legacy of Racial Terror documents 

EJI’s multi-year investigation into lynching in 12 Southern states between the 

Reconstruction and World War II periods.

EJI researchers documented 4,075 racial terror lynchings of African 

Americans in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 

North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia between 1877 and 

1950, at least 800 more lynchings of black people in these states than previously 

reported in the most comprehensive work done on lynching to date.

Lynching in America:
Confronting the Legacy of Racial Terror (continued)



Lynching in America makes the case that lynching of African Americans 

was terrorism, a widely supported phenomenon used to enforce racial 

subordination and segregation. Lynchings were violent and public events that 

traumatized black people throughout the country and were largely tolerated by 

state and federal officials…

…African Americans who were never accused of any crime were tortured and 

murdered in front of picnicking spectators (including elected officials and prominent 

citizens) for bumping into a white person, or wearing their military uniforms after 

World War I, or not using the appropriate title when addressing a white person.

Lynching in America:
Confronting the Legacy of Racial Terror (continued)



“Without Sanctuary”

Book by Hilton Als, 
Jon Lewis, and Leon 

Litwack

WARNING: 

Some images are 
disturbing (i.e. 

lynching)
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“Imbeciles leaves you 

wondering whether it can 

happen here—again.” 

Minneapolis Star Tribune

IMBECILES
by Adam Cohen



Longlisted for the 2016 National Book Award for non-fiction one of America’s 

great miscarriages of justice, the Supreme Court’s infamous 1927 Buck v. Bell ruling 

made government sterilization of “undesirable” citizens the law of the land  In 1927, 

the Supreme Court handed down a ruling so disturbing, ignorant, and cruel that it 

stands as one of the great injustices in American history. In Imbeciles, bestselling 

author Adam Cohen exposes the court’s decision to allow the sterilization of a 

young woman it wrongly thought to be “feebleminded” and to champion the mass 

eugenic sterilization of undesirable citizens for the greater good of the country. 

IMBECILES
by Adam Cohen



The 8–1 ruling was signed by some of the most revered figures in 

American law—including Chief Justice William Howard Taft, a former U.S. 

president; and Louis Brandeis, a progressive icon. Oliver Wendell Holmes, 

considered by many the greatest Supreme Court justice in history, wrote the 

majority opinion, including the court’s famous declaration “Three generations of 

imbeciles are enough.” Imbeciles is the shocking story of Buck v. Bell, a legal case 

that challenges our faith in American justice

IMBECILES
by Adam Cohen



IMBECILES
by Adam Cohen

A gripping courtroom drama…pits a 

helpless young woman against 

powerful scientists, lawyers, and 

judges who believed that eugenic 

measures were necessary to save the 

nation from being “swamped with 

incompetence.”  At the center was 

Carrie Buck, who was born into a poor 

family in Charlottesville, Virginia.



“God and White Men at Yale”
Yale Alumni Magazine By Richard Conniff | May/Jun 2012

In the 1920s, leading thinkers…focused their 

efforts on eugenics, preserving the Nordic stock, 

and the problem of “race suicide.”…in the early 

decades of the twentieth century, eugenics “fell 

squarely in the mainstream of scientific and 

popular culture,” according to Yale history 

professor Daniel Kevles, author of the 1985 book 

In the Name of Eugenics. 

Source: https://yalealumnimagazine.com/articles/3456-god-and-white-men-at-yale



“God and White Men at Yale”
Yale Alumni Magazine By Richard Conniff | May/Jun 2012

Theodore Roosevelt popularized the term “race suicide,” for what he 

saw as the dwindling of the old Anglo-American stock, and the young 

Winston Churchill advocated sterilization and labor camps for “mental 

defectives.” Planned Parenthood founder Margaret Sanger decried the 

proliferation of “human weeds,” while progressive reformer Havelock Ellis 

thought that getting the reproductive choices right would require the 

sexual liberation of women.



DISINTEGRATION: THE SPLINTERING 
OF BLACK AMERICA

by Eugene Robinson

“A deftly written account of 

the fragmentation of 

America’s black population” 

– Time  



1. HUMANITY IS ONE

The Quran states:

“O humanity! Be conscious of your Sustainer, who has created you out of one living 

entity, and out of it created its mate, and out of the two spread abroad a multitude of 

men and women. And remain conscious of God, in whose name you demand [your 

rights] from one another, and of these ties of kinship. Verily, God is ever watchful over 

you!”

(4:1 Asad)

DISINTEGRATION: 

THE SPLINTERING OF BLACK AMERICA
by Eugene Robinson



2 .   JUSTICE IS COLOR BLIND

The Quran states:

“O YOU who have attained to faith! Be ever steadfast in upholding equity, bearing witness to the truth for 

the sake of God, even though it be against your own selves or your parents and kinsfolk. Whether the 

person concerned be rich or poor, God's claim takes precedence over [the claims of] either of them. Do 

not, then, follow your own desires, lest you swerve from justice: for if you distort [the truth], behold, God 

is indeed aware of all that you do!”

(4:135 Asad)

DISINTEGRATION: 

THE SPLINTERING OF BLACK AMERICA
by Eugene Robinson



3.   WHAT GOES AROUND COMES AROUND

“[Since they have become oblivious of God,] corruption has appeared on land 

and in the sea as an outcome of what men’s hands have wrought: and so He 

will let them taste [the evil of] some of their doings, so that they might return [to 

the right path].” 

(30:41 Asad)

DISINTEGRATION: 

THE SPLINTERING OF BLACK AMERICA
by Eugene Robinson



20 years ago this April, my son 

Malik E. Jones was killed at the end 

of a traffic stop in a chase that ended 

in a vacant lot that ended not too far 

from here in New Haven, CT. 



…A NEW BLM movement, perhaps?

Along with Black Lives Matter, 

how about

BE L IKE MUHAMMAD?

TO THE MUSLIMS…



BE LIKE MUHAMMAD

 BUILD a shurah-based multi-cultural, gender-inclusive

communities and organizations

 LEAD towards the good – regain the moral high ground.

 MAKE civic engagement, social justice and human 

services core values of your Islam



AS THE QURAN SAYS…

“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm for Allah , witnesses 

in justice, and do not let the hatred of a people prevent you from being just. 

Be just; that is nearer to righteousness. And fear Allah ; indeed, Allah is 

Acquainted with what you do.”

Surat Al Maida, (5:8)


